My Vé-engined Jeep Grand Cherckee is a truly robust vehicle and gives a surprisingly smooth
ride but [ still haven't taken it off-road vet, says Richard Hearn

[amn a typical urban off-road junkie in that [own a 4x1 Jeep
Grand Cherokee and [ have not yet taken it off-road. It's my
second Jeep and has a 3.7 litre V6 engine and five-speed auto-
matic transmission. [ts four-wheel drive svstems include
‘hrake traction contrel’ and 'throttle anticipate’.
It's o fantastic ear and far removed from my first
Jeep, which did end up being taken off-road but
not in the way it should have been.
Iwas on my way to Leeds from Man-
chester, happily driving along the
motorway when the engine began
to lose power, At the time | was
enjoving some seriously loud
music on the steree and didn't
hear the gentle phut, phut of
the engine as it began to fail.
So by the time I'd turned
the volume town and could
hear what was actually hap-
pening, all the warning alarms
in the car were already going off.
Not being one to panic, | remained ¢alinand tried to veer the
car out of the fast lane across three lanes of traffic and onto
the hard shoulder, all while chugging up a steep hill, Sadly

the car didn't quite make it and pretty much conked out
there and then.

When the AA eventuslly arvived 1 had to lie through my
tecth as the mechanic asked if | had perchance heard the
alarms or smelled the rancid bunning.

My feigned innocence didn’t quite
pay oft as the damage turned out to
be two holes in the pistons, vari-
ous metal parts disiributed about
the engine that weren’t sup-
posed fo be there and a poten-
tial £5,040 hole in my pocket -
henee my decision to serap
that car and buy a new cne,

My wile got to chaose the

next car and thankfully opted

the Jeep. This is & tnudy robust
vehicleand gives a surprisingly
smoath ride.
However, | think my next vehiele will
probably be a sports car. We once owned one and
I miss it. But whatever it ends up heing, ['ll be keeping the
stereo volume down from naw on.
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